
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Good Friday Tenebrae, April 14, 2017



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing 

that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 We extend our sincere thanks to all the musicians, directors, soloists, and the choir of 

St. John’s for their labor of love to their Savior and his people. 
 

 No offering will be received during today’s service. An offering box will be placed 

in the back of the church to receive your contributions as you leave.  
 

 All worshipers are asked to leave the church solemnly and in silence, and return on 

Easter morning to celebrate our Lord’s victory over death in his resurrection. Our 

Sunrise Service will begin at 6:00 AM and our Easter Festival Services will be at 

8:30 & 10:30 AM. A half-hour of preservice music will begin at 8:00 & 10:00 AM. 

Easter breakfast will be served at 7:15 AM. 
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Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

April 14, 2017 
 

On Good Friday, the church remembers the crucifixion of her Lord. Her remembrance,  

while solemn, is not a message of gloom, but a service of adoration of the Son of God  

as he offers up his life as the Lamb of God. Good Friday is part of the larger celebration  

of the mystery of salvation beginning on Maundy Thursday and culminating  

in the proclamation of the Easter message, “He is risen!”  

 

To impress upon the hearts and minds of believers the terrible consequences of sin  

and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient church held a special service  

called the “Tenebrae” on the last days of Holy Week. Tenebrae is a Latin word  

meaning “shadows” or “darkness.” The gradual extinguishing of the candles  

and darkening of the church during the service remind us of the events that led  

to the awe-full darkness that covered the earth when our Savior hung on the cross.  

The climax of the service, the announcement of Christ’s death,  

is accompanied by the strepitus: a loud noise symbolic of the closing of the tomb. 

 

Although Tenebrae is a solemn service, it is not without hope. As the service concludes,  

one candle – the Christ Candle – will be left burning on the center of the altar  

to remind us of our Lord’s abiding presence. 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 God most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the 

cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.   
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Be seated 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus, I Will Ponder Now (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 98 

 

C: Jesus, I will ponder now on your holy passion;  

 With your Spirit me endow for such meditation. 

 Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish 

 Of your suff’ring, pain, and death that I may not perish. 

 

 Make me see your great distress, anguish, and affliction, 

 Bonds and stripes and wretchedness and your crucifixion; 

 Make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails did wound you, 

 How for them you died, O God, who with thorns had crowned you. 
 

PART ONE: THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

by Heinrich Schutz 

English version by Stephen Rosolack 

from John 18 & 19  

 

Chorus: The Passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as it was written by John the Holy Evangelist. 

 

Narrator: When Jesus had spoken to his disciples, he went out with them across the Kidron Valley. 

There was a garden into which Jesus entered with his disciples. Judas, the one who was to betray 

him knew the place well, for Jesus often went there with his disciples. Now Judas went with the 

officers and a crowd, which the high priests and Pharisees gave to him. They came into the garden 

with torches, lanterns, and weapons. Now Jesus knowing all that was to come upon him, went forth 

and said to them: 

 

Jesus: “Whom do you seek?” 

 

Narrator: They answered him: 

 

Chorus: “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

 

Narrator: Jesus said to them: 

 

Jesus: “I am he.”  
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Narrator: Now Judas who had betrayed him, stood there with them. As soon as Jesus said to them: “I 

am he,” they drew back and fell upon the ground. Again Jesus asked them:  

 

Jesus: “Whom do you seek?” 

 

Narrator: They answered him: 

 

Chorus: “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

 

Narrator: Jesus said to them: 

 

Jesus: “I have told you that I am he, if you seek only me, then let these others go their way.” 

 

Narrator: This was to fulfill what he had said to them: “I have not lost one of those whom you gave to 

me.” Then Simon Peter having a sword, drew it out, and struck a servant of the high priest, and cut 

off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. Then Jesus said to Peter: 

 

Jesus: “Put back the sword into its sheath, am I not to drink the cup which my Father has given to me?” 

 

Narrator: Now the crowd and the captain and the officers of the Jews took Jesus and bound him, and 

led him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was that year the high priest. 

For it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the 

people. Now Simon Peter followed Jesus there, together with another disciple. This disciple, who 

was known to the high priest, went with Jesus into the palace of the high priest. But Peter was left 

standing at the gate. The other disciple who was known to the high priest went out and spoke to the 

woman who kept the gate, and brought Peter in. Then the woman who kept the gate spoke to Peter: 

 

Maid: “Are you not one of this man’s disciples?” 

 

Narrator: Peter answered her: 

 

Peter: “I am not!” 

 

Narrator: Now the servants and officers who stood there had made a fire with coals to warm themselves 

since it was very cold. Peter also stood with them and warmed himself. Now the high priest 

questioned Jesus about his disciples, and about his teachings. Jesus answered him: 

 

Jesus: “I have spoken openly to the world, I have always taught in the synagogue and in the temple 

where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you question me? Question 

those who have heard what I said to them. Surely they will know what I have spoken.”  
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Narrator: And after this reply, one of the guards who stood near struck Jesus with the palm of his hand 

and said:  

 

Guard: “Is that how you dare answer the high priest?” 

 

Narrator: Jesus said: 

 

Jesus: “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil. If I have spoken the truth, why do you strike 

me?” 

 

Narrator: Now Annas sent him bound to the high priest, Caiaphas. Outside Simon Peter stood and 

warmed himself. They said to him: 

 

Chorus: “Are you not one of his disciples?” 

 

Narrator: But he denied it and said: 

 

Peter: “I am not!” 

 

Narrator: Then spoke one of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had 

cut off: 

 

Servant: “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 

 

Narrator: Peter denied it again. At that moment, there was the crowing of a cock. Then they led Jesus 

from Caiaphas into the hall of judgement, and it was morning. They themselves did not enter the 

judgement hall, lest they be defiled, but remained outside that they might eat the Passover meal. 

Then Pilate went out to them and said: 

 

Pilate: “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 

 

Narrator: They answered and said to him: 

 

Chorus: “If he were not a malefactor, we would not bring him here unto you!” 

 

Narrator: Then Pilate said to them: 

 

Pilate: “Then take him and judge him according to your law.” 

 

Narrator: The Jews said to him:  
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Chorus: “The law forbids us to kill him!” 

 

Narrator: Thus were fulfilled the words of Jesus when he spoke of what death he should die. Then 

Pilate returned to the judgement hall and called Jesus and said to him: 

 

Pilate: “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

 

Narrator: Jesus answered him: 

 

Jesus: “Do you say this of yourself, or have others told you of me?” 

 

Narrator: Pilate answered him: 

 

Pilate: “Am I a Jew? Your own people and the chief priests have delivered you to me. What have you 

done?” 

 

Narrator: Jesus answered him: 

 

Jesus: “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would fight 

that I should not be delivered to the Jews. But now my kingdom is not here.” 

 

Narrator: Then Pilate said to him: 

 

Pilate: “Are you a king then?” 

 

Narrator: Jesus answered him: 

 

Jesus: “It is you who say I am a king. For this I was born, and came into the world that I should bear 

witness to the truth. Whoever is of the truth hears my voice.” 

 

Narrator: Then Pilate said to him: 

 

Pilate: “What is truth?” 

 

Narrator: And when Pilate had asked this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them: 

 

Pilate: “I find no fault in him. You have a custom that I release one to you at Passover. Do you now 

wish that I release to you the king of the Jews?” 

 

Narrator: Then they all cried out together and they said:  
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Chorus: “Not this man, give us Barabbas!” 

 

Narrator: Barabbas was a murderer. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And then the 

soldiers wove a crown of thorns and placed it on his head and dressed him in a purple robe and said 

to him: 

 

Chorus: “Hail, oh King, King of the Jews, hail, oh King!” 

 

Narrator: And they struck him with their hands. Then Pilate went out again and said to them: 

 

Pilate: “Behold, I bring him out to you that you may know that I find no fault in him.” 

 

Narrator: Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, and Pilate said to 

them:  

 

Pilate: “Behold, behold the man.” 

 

Narrator: When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out saying: 

 

Chorus: “Crucify him!” 

 

Narrator: Pilate said to them: 

 

Pilate: “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I can find no fault in him.” 

 

Narrator: The Jews answered him: 

 

Chorus: “We have a sacred law, and by that law he should die, because he called himself the Son of 

God!” 

 

Narrator: When Pilate heard what they said, he was more afraid, and went again into the judgement hall 

and said to Jesus: 

 

Pilate: “Where are you from?” 

 

Narrator: But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to him: 

 

Pilate: “Do you not speak to me? Know you not that I have the power to crucify you and the power to 

set you free?”  

 

Narrator: Jesus answered him:  
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Jesus: “You would have no power at all unless it were given you from above. Therefore, the one who 

handed me over to you – he has the greater sin.” 

 

Narrator: From that moment on, Pilate sought to free him. But the Jews cried out saying: 

 

Chorus: “If you let this man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whosoever makes himself a king speaks 

against Caesar!” 

 

Narrator: When Pilate heard what they were saying, he led Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat 

in a place called the High Pavement. But in Hebrew it is called Gabbatha. It was the day of 

preparation for the Passover and about the sixth hour, Pilate said to the Jews: 

 

Pilate: “Behold, here is your king.” 

 

Narrator: But they cried out: 

 

Chorus: “Away with him, crucify him!” 

 

Narrator: Then Pilate said to them: 

 

Pilate: “Shall I crucify your king?” 

 

Narrator: And the chief priests answered him: 

 

Chorus: “We have no king but Caesar!” 

 

Narrator: Then he delivered Jesus that he might be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led him away, 

and he carried his own cross, and went out of the city to a place called the Skull, which in Hebrew 

is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others on either side and Jesus 

between. And Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross, and on it was written: JESUS OF 

NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. The title was read by many Jews for the place where Jesus 

was crucified was near the city. And it was written in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin. Then the 

chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate: 

 

Chorus: “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews.’ Rather that he said: ‘I am the King of the Jews!’ ” 

 

Narrator: Pilate answered them: 

 

Pilate: “What I have written, I have written.”  



pg. 10 

 

Narrator: And then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments and made four parts, 

one for each of the soldiers. Then also his coat. The coat was without seams, woven from the top 

throughout. The soldiers said to one another: 

 

Chorus: “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to see whose it will be!” 

 

Narrator: This was done that the scriptures might be fulfilled in which it was spoken: “They divided my 

garments among them, and for my coat they have cast lots.” The soldiers did these things. By the 

cross of Jesus there stood his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother standing with the disciple whom he loved, he said to his 

mother: 

 

Jesus: “Woman, behold, this is your son.” 

 

Narrator: Then he said to his disciple: 

 

Jesus: “Behold, this is your mother.” 

 

Narrator: And from that hour, the disciple cared for her. Then Jesus, knowing that all was 

accomplished, that the scriptures might be fulfilled, spoke: 

 

Jesus: “I thirst!” 

 

Narrator: Nearby there was a vessel full of vinegar, in which they soaked a sponge, put it on a branch 

of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said: 

 

Jesus: “It is finished.” 

 

Narrator: And he bowed his head, and gave up his spirit. 

 

Chorus: Help us, Jesus Christ, Son of God. Through your bitter suff’ring, may we avoid all sin and 

remember your pain, your death, and anguish. May we always thank you, though we are poor and 

weak, may we ever thank you. 

 

Hymn Oh, Darkest Woe (stanzas 1-3) 

 

C: Oh, darkest woe! O tears, forth flow! Has earth so sad a wonder? 

 God the Father’s only Son now is buried yonder.  
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 Oh, sorrow dread! God’s Son is dead! But by his expiation 

 Of our guilt upon the cross gained for us salvation. 

 

 Lo, stained with blood, the Lamb of God, the Bridegroom, lies before you, 

 Pouring out his life that he may to life restore you. 

 

Interlude Tolling of the bell 33 times 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, our Father, help us to be mindful of those events that occurred in the life of our 

Savior during his last week in Jerusalem. As we become aware of the manner in which the 

disciples, the members of the crowd, and others failed him, we pray that you would quicken 

our hearts that we may not be guilty of the same sins today. Forgive us for those occasions 

when we fail to exert a strong witness for you, and so guide us by your Holy Spirit that we 

might always be faithful and loyal in our devotion and service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

PART TWO: REFLECTIONS ON THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

The church becomes gradually darker 

 

First Word Luke 23:32-34 

 

 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  When they came to the 

place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on 

his left.  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”   
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Meditation on the Word 

 

Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 1) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, in your dying woes,  

  Even while your lifeblood flows, 

  Craving pardon for your foes:  

  Hear us, holy Jesus! 

 

Second Word Luke 23:39-43 

 

 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself 

and us!”  

 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 

sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man has done 

nothing wrong.”  

 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 2) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, pitying the sighs  

 Of the thief who near you dies, 

 Promising him paradise:  

 Hear us, holy Jesus! 

 

Third Word John 19:25-27 

 

 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said 

to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”   

 

Meditation on the Word  
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Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 3) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, loving to the end  

  Her whose heart your sorrows rend, 

  And your dearest human friend:  

  Hear us, holy Jesus! 

 

Fourth Word Matthew 27:45-46 

 

 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  About the ninth hour 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”  

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 4) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, plunged in depths unknown  

  With our evil foe alone, 

  While no light from heav’n is shown:  

  Hear us, holy Jesus! 

 

Fifth Word John 19:28 

 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 5) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, in your thirst and pain,  

  While your wounds the lifeblood drain, 

  Thus fulfilling Scripture’s plan:  

  Hear us, holy Jesus!  
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Sixth Word John 19:30 

 

 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”   

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Response to the Word Jesus, in Your Dying Woes (stanza 6) 

  Christian Worship 139 

 

C:  Jesus, all our ransom paid,  

  All your Father’s will obeyed, 

  By your suff’rings perfect made:  

  Hear us, holy Jesus! 

 

Seventh Word Luke 23:46 

 

 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”   

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Closing of the Tomb 

 

The single candle carried forward at the end of the service symbolizes the hope of the 

resurrection.  After the candle is placed on the altar, the congregation may dismiss in silence.    
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Serving at Worship 

 
Worship Leaders Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

  

 Adam Sipe, “Evangelist” 

 Ed Miller, “Jesus” 

 Paul Lehninger, “Pilate” 

 Michael Skocir, “Peter” 

 Scott Uecker, “Servant” 

 Cal Kozlowski, “Guard” 

 Carrie Johnson, “Maid” 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Head Usher Rick Yahn 
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“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” Text public domain. 

“O Darkest Woe” Text public domain. 

“O Dearest Jesus” Text public domain. 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM 

Breakfast at 7:15 AM 

Festival Services at 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

Preservice music beginning at 8:00 and 10:00 AM 

 

 
 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

  

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm  Saturdays at 7:00 pm 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


